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Domestic violence is the leading cause of family homelessness. Yet, due to the lack of housing
resources in New York, most survivors and their children who end up in shelter are stuck in the
homeless system for years before finding a safe home.

New Destiny is the only organization in the city solely dedicated to permanent housing solutions for
survivors and a leading advocate in the effort to end homelessness in New York. We operate the first
federally funded rapid rehousing program for domestic violence survivors, and we are the largest
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We do this by:
Building and managing supportive housing for domestic violence survivors and their children.

Helping survivors find safe apartments they can afford and providing them with the aftercare
support they need to remain housed and thrive.

Educating and advocating to increase housing resources for domestic violence survivors and
their families.
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A Message From Our CEO

This year, thousands of domestic violence survivors found safety, stability, and a place to call home —
because of you. 

In Fiscal Year 2025, New Destiny served 2,545 adults and children. We reopened Lily House —
transformed from a temporary domestic violence shelter into 30 permanent, affordable homes with
onsite supportive services. We closed on $57 million in financing for McLean Place, which will open 72
apartments for low-income New Yorkers in 2027, the majority reserved for domestic violence
survivors. We brought property management in-house to better serve our tenants. We released a
landmark report documenting that domestic violence is the leading cause of family homelessness in
our city and the many challenges survivors face when looking for a safe home. And we celebrated the
most significant philanthropic investment in New Destiny’s history, through a transformative award
from the Bezos Day 1 Families Fund.

We also welcomed three exceptional new leaders to our board — Judi Kende, Cathy Pennington, and
Jonathan Samon — launched the Rising Leaders Council to cultivate the next generation of
innovators, and we were selected as an Official Charity Partner of the 2024 TCS New York City
Marathon for the first time. 

All of this happens because of partners like you. Thank you for believing that every survivor deserves a
safe and stable home. 

Nicole Branca
Chief Executive Officer
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11
buildings across NYC and

Westchester with 885 total
apartments 

432
homes for survivors

1,454
adults and children housed in

our supportive housing
buildings 

99.7% of households remained
stably housed 98.3% of households were

violence-free 

Our Impact at a Glance

FY 2025 by the Numbers
Every number below represents a life stabilized and a future reclaimed.

1,0911,0911,0911,091
adults and children placed inadults and children placed inadults and children placed in

safe, permanent homessafe, permanent homessafe, permanent homes
adults and children placed in

safe, permanent homes
of households remainedof households remainedof households remained

stably housedstably housedstably housed   
of households remained

stably housed 
of households reported noof households reported noof households reported no

further violencefurther violencefurther violence
of households reported no

further violence

94%94%94%94% 97.5%97.5%97.5%97.5%

Supportive Housing
Permanent affordable housing with voluntary on-site services

Housing Access & Stability Services
Apartment search assistance with individualized case management and mental
health support
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Supportive Housing: Family Support Program
For survivors of domestic violence, having a safe place to live is just the beginning. Healing from trauma, rebuilding
financial stability, and raising children through upheaval requires sustained, compassionate support. That’s exactly what
New Destiny’s Family Support Program (FSP) provides at each of our buildings. 

Lily House: A Shelter Transformed 
This year, New Destiny reopened Lily House —
converting a former temporary, emergency shelter into
30 permanent, safe homes for survivors and their
families. Since opening its doors in December 2024,
tenants have celebrated holidays and birthdays and built
new friendships alongside our FSP staff. For families who
spent years in survival mode, Lily House is where life
begins again.

"When I look back to 10 years ago I am amazed"When I look back to 10 years ago I am amazed"When I look back to 10 years ago I am amazed
because I have a whole new and different set ofbecause I have a whole new and different set ofbecause I have a whole new and different set of
challenges than I once did. I was homeless 10challenges than I once did. I was homeless 10challenges than I once did. I was homeless 10
years ago and now I have a high paying jobyears ago and now I have a high paying jobyears ago and now I have a high paying job
and my sons are taking steps towards their ownand my sons are taking steps towards their ownand my sons are taking steps towards their own
lives. I count my blessings where I find them."lives. I count my blessings where I find them."lives. I count my blessings where I find them."

- New Destiny Tenant- New Destiny Tenant- New Destiny Tenant

"When I look back to 10 years ago I am amazed
because I have a whole new and different set of
challenges than I once did. I was homeless 10
years ago and now I have a high paying job
and my sons are taking steps towards their own
lives. I count my blessings where I find them."

- New Destiny Tenant

Highgarden Tower, developed with Georgica Green and
RXR, is our first building outside of New York City and the
first supportive housing development for domestic
violence survivors in New Rochelle, Westchester. Since
families moved in, our FSP staff have provided
individualized case management, organized therapeutic
activities for adults and children, and partnered with
community‑based organizations to deepen our services. 

Highgarden Tower: One Year of Home 

Caesar’s Story: Resilience in Action 
Caesar Pagan, a single father of three and New Destiny
tenant, was honored as our Resilience Award honoree at
our 2025 Annual Cocktail Benefit. After escaping an
abusive relationship in 2020 and moving through three
homeless shelters, Caesar and his family found stability in
a New Destiny building. Today, his children are thriving in
school — and Caesar is enrolled in college classes,
building toward the future he always hoped for his family.
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– Lesly, Housing Access and Stability Services– Lesly, Housing Access and Stability Services– Lesly, Housing Access and Stability Services
ClientClientClient

“I just wanted to take the time to thank you for all
you’ve done for me. I am truly grateful for you.
You came to my life when I was close to giving up
and when I thought it was impossible, you made
sure to lift me up. Every time I would see a text, I
knew it would be great news.” 

– Lesly, Housing Access and Stability Services
Client

Housing Access & Stability Services
Domestic violence is the leading cause of family homelessness in New York City. Our Housing Access and Stability Services
(HASS) program exists to break that cycle — connecting survivors fleeing violence directly to safe, permanent housing
before they ever enter the shelter system. HASS is a cost-effective, citywide program providing housing navigation and
individualized case management to survivors fleeing abuse. We meet survivors where they are and walk alongside them
until they have a home.

A New Lifeline: Launching the Helpline

In 2025, we launched a helpline, giving survivors real-time access to housing information, referrals, and guidance during
one of the most vulnerable moments of their lives. The response was immediate: in less than four months, nearly 500
unique clients received support.

1,226 Families Housed
Since 2014, New Destiny has placed 1,226 families in safe, permanent homes they can afford. Each placement represents
a new beginning — a family with the stability to build the future they choose.
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Establishing Mental Health Services
Often, it is when survivors find a home that they can finally
address their trauma. New Destiny’s in‑house Mental Health
Services team ensures that adults and children can access the
support to heal. 

In 2025, our team provided crisis intervention, therapeutic
workshops, and short-term counseling to survivors across our
FSP and HASS programs. 

Thanks to support from the van Ameringen Foundation, we
expanded the department by hiring an additional clinical social
worker — increasing our capacity and deepening our
community referral network for longer-term psychological care. 

157157157157 survivors received mental healthsurvivors received mental healthsurvivors received mental health
supportsupportsupport   
survivors received mental health
support 

44444444 received referrals to higher-level,received referrals to higher-level,received referrals to higher-level,
long-term psychological carelong-term psychological carelong-term psychological care
received referrals to higher-level,
long-term psychological care
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term physical and financial health of our buildings.term physical and financial health of our buildings.term physical and financial health of our buildings.

Property Management: A New Standard of Care
This year, New Destiny made a transformative decision to take full control of property management across our
portfolio of independently developed and owned buildings. After extensive research, analysis, and discussion, it
became clear that managing our own buildings was the best way to serve our tenants — and to protect the long-
term physical and financial health of our buildings.
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Building Updates

With 11 buildings in operation in New York City and Westchester, New Destiny is the largest provider of supportive
housing for domestic violence survivors in New York. 

McLean Place: The Next Chapter Begins 

This year, New Destiny closed on $57 million in public and private
financing for McLean Place. Named in honor of our founding
Executive Director and long-time Board Member, Charles E.
McLean, Jr., the building will provide 72 affordable apartments,
with 47 homes reserved for survivors exiting domestic violence
shelters.  

McLean Place will feature offices for social services, a community
room, a beautiful backyard, and a rooftop garden. It will also
meet Passive House energy efficiency standards, with high-
efficiency, all-electric appliances and building systems, and solar
power. Financing partners include NYC Housing Preservation and
Development’s Supportive Housing Loan Program, NYS OTDA’s
HHAP, Capital One, Hudson Housing Capital, the Corporation for
Supportive Housing, and Deutsche Bank. McLean Place will also
have an OTDA ESSHI contract.

Lily House: From Temporary Shelter to Permanent
Homes

A renovation of a former temporary shelter, Lily House offers 30
permanent homes for survivors and their families. The building
features a large community room for tenant meetings and
children’s activities, private offices for the social services staff, and
a renovated backyard with open play and seating areas. Funding
for the $8.7 million renovation project was supported by the NYS
Office of Temporary and Disability Assistance’s (OTDA’s) Homeless
Housing and Assistance Program (HHAP) and The Community
Preservation Corporation. Ongoing operating funding is
provided by the Empire State Supportive Housing Initiative
(ESSHI) through OTDA.

BeforeBeforeBeforeBefore

AfterAfterAfterAfter
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Advocacy: Changing Systems
Shaping policy and securing resources for domestic violence survivors is as essential to our mission as the services we
provide. In 2025, New Destiny’s advocacy delivered real, lasting wins for survivors across New York. This work is made
possible thanks to the support from Trinity Church.

Released A Crisis Compounded: The Dual Crises of
Domestic Violence and Homelessness.
This landmark report shows that domestic violence is the
leading cause of homelessness and the multiple barriers
survivors face when searching for a safe home in our city.
Launched on the steps of City Hall, the report prompted the
New York City Council to convene an oversight hearing — a
testament to its reach and impact. We also hosted a policy
briefing moderated by WNYC/Gothamist reporter David
Brand and featuring NYS Senator Kavanagh,
Assemblymember Rosenthal, and NYC Comptroller Brad
Lander at Trinity Church.

$17.8 million in new funding for the oldest and
most underfunded supportive housing program
in New York, the New York State Supportive
Housing Program (NYSSHP). 
This investment helps expand social services in NYSSHP sites
across the state, including New Destiny’s, and reflects years of
sustained advocacy by our team and our partners.

Expanded eligibility for the city’s largest supportive housing program, NYC 15/15, to include
survivors of domestic violence with children — opening a critical housing resource that was previously closed to
the people we serve.

Vice President of External Affairs, Gabriela Sandoval Requena, was appointed Co-Chair of the NYC
Continuum of Care — positioning New Destiny at the center of citywide housing policy and amplifying our federal
priorities on the national stage.

Hosted our Third Annual Symposium on Housing Solutions for Domestic Violence Survivors, 
convening policymakers, nonprofit leaders, philanthropic partners, and survivor leaders to discuss innovative housing and
service models. 

Engaged survivor leaders in advocacy 
Cambio initiatives — because the people most affected by policy should be the ones shaping it. 

through the second cohorts of our Survivor Voices Project and Voces de
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Fundraising: A Landmark Investment in Our Work
In November 2024, New Destiny received a $5 million leadership award from the Bezos
Day 1 Families Fund — the largest gift in our 31-year history, one of just 40 awards
issued nationally that year, and the only one in New York. 

The Fund issues these awards annually to organizations doing compassionate, needle-moving work to help families
experiencing homelessness regain safe, stable housing. Recipients are chosen by a panel of national experts in
homelessness, housing policy, child welfare, and racial equity. This award, spread over five years, will strengthen our work
across the board — expanding housing navigation so more survivors get safe housing faster, deepening the trauma-
informed aftercare that helps families stay housed, and building the capacity to keep our pipeline of affordable homes
growing for years to come.

We are grateful for this investment — and for every partner whose belief in our work made New Destiny the organization
worthy of it.

Annual Cocktail Benefit: Celebrating Our Champions

On April 1st, we gathered at the Museum of the City of New York to celebrate the people and partners who make our work
possible. Three-time Emmy Award-winning CBS New York reporter John Dias served as our Master of Ceremonies, as we
honored Kelli Owens, Executive Director of the NYS Office for the Prevention of Domestic Violence, as our Government
Partner of the Year; Lisa Talma, Vice President of Philanthropic Initiatives at Deutsche Bank, as our Private Partner of the Year;
and Caesar Pagan, a New Destiny tenant who rebuilt his life and his family’s future after escaping abuse, as our Resilience
Award recipient.

Sponsored by:Sponsored by:Sponsored by:Sponsored by:

Rising Leaders Council: 
The Next Generation of Leaders

We relaunched our young professionals program as the
Rising Leaders Council — building on the foundation of
our Junior Council. Supported by Grants Manager Allyson
Ryan, Strategic Communications Officer Zeny Gatdula, and
Landlord Engagement Manager Tanisha McFarlane, the
Council’s members include Barbara DiTomasso, Olivia
O'Donnell, Andrew Olivo, Marissa Sperry, Jaclyn Williams,
and Lauren Williams. Together, they are helping to cultivate
the next generation of leaders committed to ending the
cycle of domestic violence and homelessness.

NYC Marathon: 
26.2 Miles for Survivors  

For the first time, New Destiny earned a coveted spot as an
Official Charity Partner of the 2024 TCS New York City
Marathon — a major event that draws over 55,000 runners
and millions of spectators. 

All seven members of our inaugural marathon team
crossed the finish line. Our CEO, Nicole Branca, led the
charge, joined by her husband Ernest Ialongo, Emily
Bennett, Joe Doran, Sean Kielty, Suzanne Reisman, and
Robin White, a survivor of domestic violence — each
running 26.2 miles to raise vital funds and awareness for
survivors along the way.
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$1,000,000

Bezos Day 1 Families Fund

$50,000 and above

Capital One

Deutsche Bank

Durst Family Foundation

Gerstner Philanthropies
Harry and Jeanette Weinberg
Foundations

The Leona M. and Harry B.
Helmsley Charitable Trust

NYC Fund to End Youth &
Family Homelessness

Trinity Church Wall Street

van Ameringen Foundation,
Inc.

$10,000 to $49,999

Apple Bank

Bank of India

Cathay Bank Foundation

City National Bank

Enterprise Community
Partners

Rachel E. Miller

ORIX Corporation USA

Penta Restoration Corp

Joseph & Mary Ellen
Sensenbrenner

State Bank of India

Webster Bank

$5,000 to $9,999

AvalonBay Communities

Bank of Baroda

Vaughn Burke Le Duc Safarov

Elaine Calos

Chicago Title Insurance
Company

Nicole Firment

$2,500 to $4,999

Jessie M. Gabriel

Hudson Housing Capital LLC

Benjamin Israel

Judi Kende

Leaves of Grass Fund

Magnusson Architecture and
Planning, PC

Marjorie A. McAndrews

Opus Risk Inc.

Pronto Housing

The Hyde and Watson
Foundation

The Bonnie Cashin Fund

The Sunshine Foundation

Lane N. Addonizio

Albanese Organization

Anonymous
Bank of America
Bank of America matching
gifts program
Benchmark Title Agency, LLC
BFC Partners

Peter & Marilyn Biggins

Community Preservation
Corporation

Gina B. Doynow

Ben Ensminger-Law

EQ Architecture and Design

The Fleisher-Bierstein
Charitable Fund

Erin Galligan

Georgica Green Ventures

Group Gordon

The Gussack-Stein Charitable
Fund

2025 Supporters

   Government Grants 70%

   Corporate & Foundation Grants 17%

   Property Management & Other Building Income 5%

   Developer Fees Earned 4%

   Other Income 2%

   Individual Contributions 1%

   Investment Income 1%

   Special Events, Net of Expenses 1%

$16,010,253

FY 2025 Revenue

   Programs 81%

   Management & General 16%

   Fundraising 2%

Note: Our Management & General allocation rose in FY25,
reflecting a deliberate investment: bringing property management
in-house so that our buildings are run to the same trauma-
informed standard as our services. What was once a third-party
expense is now direct organizational capacity. Percentages may
not total 100% due to rounding.

$14,909,983

FY 2025 Expenses
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Hirschen Singer & Epstein

Chaewon Lee

Lettire Construction
Corporation

Jill Markowitz

NYC Housing Development
Corporation

OCV Architects

Olmstead Properties Inc.

PKF O'Connor Davies LLP

Richman Housing Resources
LLC

Ridgewood Savings Bank

Paula M. Sarro

SMJ Development

Lawrence Stein

Holly B. Wallace & Edwin M.
Baum

$1,000 to $2,499

All New York Title Agency

Amy Draemel & Benjamin
Barry

Anonymous

The Berlin Family Fund

Maureen & William Branca

Nicole Branca & Ernest
Ialongo

Bronx Pro Group

Nadia Burgard & Cliff Fonstein

Marcia & Noel Caban

Thomas R. Caruso

Theresa Cerezola

Donna Cleary

COR-SRVS Inc.

Amelia Cottrell

Kapil Dattani

DJH Mechanical Services

Jerry Doran

Forsyth Street Advisors, LLC

The Scott M. Gabriel
Memorial Fund

Susan Gibson Giving Fund 24

JPMorgan Chase Foundation

Paula Judge & Elias Simpson

Jessica Katz & Moshe McKie-
Krisberg

Nora E. Levinson

Alex McQuiston

Mega Contracting Group, LLC

Helen Millson

Orit & Tzvi Oppenheimer

$500 to $999

Cathy Pennington

Suzanne Reisman & Justin
Pollack

Reno & Cavanaugh PLLC

Linda Rodd

Daniel Sblendorio

Michael Singer

Spotify Employees (Analis,
Kapil, Lindsay, Marcela, Emilie,
Alexia, Chloe, Dione, Eliza,
Geraldine, Bethany, Ava &
Gianna)

Becky Steephenson & Rob
Myers

Jennifer Thompson

Valley National Bank

Nadia Zilkha

Amie Gross Architects

ANHD

Anonymous

Judy Bedol

Brown Giving Fund

Eve Cagan & Robert Pirani
Tracey Carnazzo
Jo Ellen Cooper
Carol Corden & Robert Lake
Corporation for Supportive
Housing
James Fostin Cotchen
Joe Doran
Gelfand Generations, Inc.
Suzanne & Ross Geoghegan
Aviva Goldstein & Richard
Miller
D and E Gould Family Fund
Francis Greenburger
Charitable Fund 
S. Hollender
Ted Houghton
Samantha Hourihan
John Kimble
Nicholas Lundgren
Harold & Rebecca Edwards
Mayerson
Vera Nazarian
Dave Pelton
Blanca Ramirez
John Reddick
Ruth Samuel & Peter Turkl
Peter Schnall
Strada Ventures LLC
The Sopris Fund
Hadrian & Elizabeth Tucker

$250 to $499

Anonymous

Apollo Global Management
Matching Gifts

Alan Appelbaum

Lynn Appelbaum

Lydia & Joseph Bartolomeo

Robert A. Beauregard &
Debra L. Bilow

Noreen Beiro

Big B's Exterminating Inc.

Fred Bosse

Claudine Brown Esq

Florence Cho-Velasco

Dee Ann Cox

James Creveling

Laura Dukess & Roger
Schwed

EatWell Meal Kits

Rebecca Eddy & Paul
Feuerstein

Marjorie Feld

Chris Fulton

Donald J. Galligan

David Gomez

Ellen Goosenberg & Donald
Kent

Holly Hartstone & David Rose

Jennifer Howse & Lin Butler

Robert Keegan

Lesley & Jim Kerby

Richard & Ann Kirby

Diane Knight

Susan Leicher & Anthony
Robins

Wren Longno

Molly Mattimore

Lucille McEwen

Jeffrey McLane

Joseph Moyer

Carol O'Cleireacain

Anne Todd Osborn & Fred
Osborn, III

Philip Petri

Laura Ross

Allyson Ryan

Lynn & Seth Abraham

Rosina Abramson

Stephanie Adams

Mary Adkins

Alessandra Agostini

Christine Aguilar

Luciana Alanazi

Dave Alperson

Bridget Anderson & Jeremy
Colangelo-Bryan

Gabriel Andrade

Jeanette Andrews

Anonymous

Ryan Ansell

Karen Ansis

Vikram & Nandita Atal

Babette Audant

Gail August

Richard Babcock

Lacey Bacchus

Rachel Baker

Richard Barth & Irene Barth-
Fanos

Brad Bates

Virginia Beebe

Daniel Bennett

Elsa Bennett

Emily Bennett

Hope Bennett

Leslie Bennetts

Tracy Berman-Kagan

Amanda Birch

Trey Birdsong

Veronica Bland

Charles Blank

Linda Blanstein

Deborah Blumenthal

Yvonne Bogle

Kimberly Bookout

Kerri Bouldoukian

Karl & Lettie Bouldoukian

Tracey Bouldoukian & Marc
Branca

Bill Bowman

Up to $249

Robin White

Claudia & Christopher J. Van
Wyk
Ellen Zimmerman & Robert
Katz

Matthew Scheer

The Carlyle, A Rosewood
Hotel

Lawrence Wallick & Carolyn
Horn

Daniel Wharam
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Elaine & Dick Branca

Jane & Jack Branca

Kathleen Branca

Paul Branca

Stephanie Branca

Crystal Brown

Katie Brown

Amy Camp Marley

Kim Cannon

Patrick Card

Travis Carpenter

Steven Cassano

Diane Chalifoux

Lauren Choman

Lydia Christiano

Michelle Churchill

Joan Cifelli

Maraide Cifelli

Cisco Systems, Inc.

Stephanie Clemen

Lee Coccaro-Sider

Celia Cohen

Alan & Iris Cohen

Lorraine Coleman

Gerard Conley

Richard Conley & Kathy Nolan

Marissa Cornejo

Matthew Cotter

Jessica Cotugno

Jessica Cox

Heather Cronin

Jon Croy

Darby Curtis & Mark Ginsberg

Anita Danielson

Ashley Davis

Joan Martinez & Jayme Day

Simona De Chiara

Stephen Deets
Rebecca Denby
Paula Denoya
Anya Distler
Ryan Dolan
Aine Dollard
Jamie Doran
Sharla Draemel & Nathan
McKenzie
Charles Drago
Richard F. & Jerilyn Dreitlein
Robin Dublin
Norman Dyson
Edelman Sultan Knox Wood
Architects LLP
Amy Edgerton

Janet Hutter

Susan Hyman
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