
From the Executive Director
This was an extraordinary year for New Destiny. We 

housed 1,000% more survivors than in 2022.*  This was 
thanks to our trailblazing Emergency Housing Voucher 
(EHV) Housing Navigator Program and the continued 
strong work of our U.S. Department of Housing 
and Urban Development Continuum of Care rapid 
rehousing team. We also developed new positions to 
provide additional supports and aftercare to survivors 
and their children, helping them to build back their 
finances and improve their overall wellness, including 
increasing access to mental health services.

New Destiny also started construction this year on 
Lily House, renovating and repurposing a shelter into 
permanent, supportive housing, and purchased a 
site in the Bronx where we will build 72 more homes 

*  This report is based on data for the fiscal year July 1, 2022–June 30, 2023.

for survivors and other low-income New Yorkers. We 
continued to make great strides in improving access 
to housing resources for domestic violence survivors 
with two significant legislative victories in 2023, and 
launched the Survivor Voices Project, our speakers 
bureau that engages survivors by providing media 
training and support and builds a platform for survivors 
to share their stories.

Over the next year, we will open our first supportive 
housing development outside of New York City, in New 
Rochelle; launch a pilot food security program; and 
seek local opportunities to recreate the phenomenally 
successful EHV program. 

In gratitude, 
Nicole Branca

2023 IN REVIEW
29 years of helping survivors flee domestic violence by 
connecting them to safe, affordable housing and services
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Partnering with Art Therapy Project helps 
to provide much-needed programming 
at  buildings where funding doesn’t 
cover a full social services staff.

In 2023, New Destiny launched the Survivor Voices Project, our first 
ever Speakers’ Bureau for survivors residing in our supportive housing 
or who have received Housing Access and Stability Services.
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What We Do
New Destiny Housing helps 

families fleeing domestic violence 
find a safe home and services to 
heal, regain independence and find 
stability. Our purpose is to end the 
cycle of abuse and homelessness 
for as many individuals and families 
as possible. In 2023, we provided 
housing solutions to 1,700 survivors 
and their children, across all five 
boroughs. 

Housing development and 

management, advocacy, rapid 
rehousing, and residential support 
services are the cornerstones of 
New Destiny. Support services aim 
to keep families in their homes and 
safe from abuse by addressing their 
needs through safety planning, 
counseling, legal referrals, benefits 
assistance, childcare, community-
building, educational and vocational 
services, health/wellness, and 
financial help.

“When I first received my keys to my 
apartment I was filled with joy. The 
fact that you’re able to get to this 

point with permanent housing and you’re 
safe, it’s a relief. It is a new beginning. 
 
– New Destiny FSP tenant

“                Living in one of New 
Destiny’s buildings 
gave life back to 

me and my children. It 
activated all our engines 
to start anew on a different 
path. It has given us a 
sense of security to pursue 
our goals and dreams.

– New Destiny FSP tenant

Family Support Program
The Family Support Program 

(FSP) provides on-site social services 
aimed at achieving housing stability 
and ends domestic violence for 
survivors and their children.  

FSP supportive services are 
mostly funded through New York 
State supportive housing contracts 

and provide case management, 
counseling, and workshops for 
survivors. However, older state 
funded contracts leave a critical gap 
in funding in our older buildings. 
Thanks to private partners, we are 
able to help close some of the gap 
in funding for services needs.

FSP Accomplishments in 2023  
�� 100% of FSP tenants remained 
stably housed

�� 96% remained free from incidents 
of domestic violence

�� Mental Health Initative launched

Mental Health Initiative  
In 2023, New Destiny launched our in-house mental 

health care services in response to the growing need 
demonstrated by our survivors to provide therapeutic and 
clinical services to our survivors. Reflective of our mission, 
these services are trauma-informed and strength-based 
approaches to deliver short-term individual counseling, 
crisis intervention, and connection to community based 
services.A training session organized by the Mental Health Initiative.



3

Housing Access and Stability Services (HASS) 
New Destiny continues to lead the way in rapid 

rehousing services for domestic violence survivors 
via HASS. In the New York City Continuum of Care 
2023 program evaluation, New Destiny’s HousingLink 

program was the highest ranked rapid rehousing 
program in New York City. Thanks to the hardworking 
staff of HousingLink, 77 survivors, as well as their 
children, were connected to housing in 2023.

Alicka Ampry-Samuel, HUD Regional Administrator, Cecile Noel, former Commissioner of the New York City Office to 
End Domestic and Gender-Based Violence, and EHV program staff at New Destiny’s April 2023 annual benefit.

“ Domestic violence and 
homelessness can feel very 
embarrassing, and it just 

sometimes makes you feel like giving 
up. But, with the support from Ms. 
Kimberly, it definitely made me know 
that everything would be okay, and that 
my current situation would not be my 
final destination.

– HASS client

“ As the saying goes, ‘after a storm 
comes a calm,’ and blessings have been 
pouring into my life thanks to all the 

staff…to all those that believed in me. I feel 
challenged to give them the best of me every 
day, and to also share my skills, knowledge, 
and to keep on going.

– New Destiny FSP tenant

In response to the COVID‑19 economic crisis the Biden 
administration created the Emergency Housing Voucher 
(EHV) program, and, through the Mayor’s Office to End 
Domestic and Gender-Based Violence, New Destiny was 
responsible for administering these vouchers specifically 
for homeless domestic violence survivors in NYC. New 
Destiny managed one of the largest EHV Housing Nav-
igation teams in the country and successfully assisted 
almost 1,000 survivor-headed households in private 
market housing that is safe, affordable, and managed by 
reputable landlords.
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Two Advocacy Victories for Domestic Violence Survivors  
After years of tireless work by our 

Advocacy team and partner organiza-
tions, in July 2022, the City Council 
passed legislation that requires the 
city to capture the true scope of 
homelessness by producing a com-
prehensive monthly census count 
of all five shelter systems, includ-
ing survivors residing in domestic 
violence shelters. For decades, lim-
ited public disclosure of the numbers 
of individuals in the city’s specialized 
shelters had obscured the full scale 
of homelessness, which contributed 
to survivors, youth, and others being 
excluded from policy discussions and 
critical housing resources. New Desti-
ny’s advocacy to create one homeless 
shelter census has benefited survi-
vors and other New Yorkers by help-
ing ensure they are visible and that 
their needs are heard.

In October 2022, after New Desti-
ny’s efforts to increase investment in 
homelessness prevention, the Coun-
cil passed a bill that created the first 
flexible funding program for survi-
vors throughout the city. The pro-
gram, overseen by the Mayor’s Office 
to End Domestic and Gender-Based 
Violence (ENDGBV), provides low-
barrier microgrants to survivors and 
connects them to supportive services 
with the goal of helping them remain 
housed. For some survivors, an imme-
diate, but otherwise manageable, 
financial or health crisis can quickly 
snowball into a catastrophe causing 
homelessness. New Destiny then 
joined forces with peer organizations 
in early 2023 to advocate for the pro-
gram to be funded at $6 million.

Thanks to ongoing support from 
Trinity Wall Street, the Advocacy 

team is able to continue fighting for 
more resources to end the cycles of 
abuse and homelessness for domes-
tic violence survivors.

New Destiny’s state level advo-
cacy was formalized in 2023 as we 
released our first New York State 
policy platform. The platform under-
scored four priorities for Governor 
Hochul and the State leadership to 
help unlock a sustainable path for 
survivors to break the cycle of home-
lessness and abuse: 

•	 Protect Survivors in New York 
State Supportive Housing 
Program Sites 

•	 Increase the Empire State 
Supportive Housing Initiative 

•	 Increase Cash Assistance and 
Shelter Allowance 

•	 Pass HAVP and CityFHEPS 
Legislation 

New Destiny’s Survivor Voices Project  
In April 2023, New Destiny launched the Survivor Voices Project (SVP), 

our first ever Speakers’ Bureau for survivors residing in our supportive hous-
ing or who have received Housing Access and Stability Services. Through 
SVP, members engaged in a series of trainings to hone their communica-
tion skills and policy knowledge. SVP has significantly increased opportu-
nities for survivors to inform New Destiny’s advocacy priorities and share 
their personal stories as spokespersons at conferences, with the press, and 
decision makers.

A New Department: Advocacy and Communications   
New Destiny’s advocacy and com-

munications staff were merged into 
one department in December 2022. 
The team, comprised of the Director 
of Policy and Communications and 
the Strategic Communications Offi-
cer, is responsible for increasing New 
Destiny’s visibility and spearheading 
efforts to expand housing resources 
for domestic violence survivors.  

On Advocacy, the department 

develops and implements policy 
priorities, manages government 
relations, and engages peer orga-
nizations in coalition-building.  
On Communications, it produces 
internal and external communi-
cation tools, manages the organi-
zation’s social media, and handles 
press requests. The team also pro-
vides support to staff for speaking 
engagements, develops materials 

as needed, and, in collaboration with 
program colleagues, oversees the 
Survivor Voices Project.  

Thanks to advocacy, there is now one 
census that counts homeless DV survivors.
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Our Buildings
As the only organization solely dedicated to permanent 

housing solutions for domestic violence survivors, New Destiny 
continues to build. Our first project outside of New York City, 
Highgarden Towers in Westchester, provides 219 affordable units 
with 77 set aside for survivors.

In the Bronx, we are beginning work on 234 new affordable 
units with 140 units set aside for survivors with two projects in 
pre-development.

We also began the rehabilitation of another project in the Bronx 
which will provide 30 supportive housing units for survivors.

The American Institute of Architects (AIA) New York 
State selected The Corden, in the Bronx, for a 2022 
Merit Award. Named in honor of our former executive 
director, Carol Corden, this beautiful building was 
designed by Magnusson Architecture and Planning 
PC and built by D.P. Group General Contractors. It has 
62 apartments with 37 units reserved for households 
headed by homeless domestic violence survivors.

Architect’s rendering of New Destiny’s upcoming 
development on Webster Avenue in the Bronx.

Building Homes, Building Hope Benefit
Thanks to all of you who were able 

to join us at our Annual Cocktail Ben-
efit: Building Homes, Building Hope 
on Thursday, April 20, 2023.  We were 
elated to honor our Highgarden 
Development Partners: Georgica 
Green Ventures, RXR, and West 20th 

Construction LLC; celebrate the Emer-
gency Housing Voucher Program, 
which helped hundreds of domes-
tic violence survivors find safe, per-
manent housing; and acknowledge 
our 2023 Resilience Award Recipi-
ent, Diane Mullins, for her incredible 

strength and courage.
Featured speakers of the night 

included Alicka Ampry-Samuel, HUD 
Regional Administrator for New York 
and New Jersey, Jessica Katz, New 
York City Chief Housing Officer, and 
Commissioner Cecile Noel, ENDGBV.
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FY 2023 FINANCIALS
New Destiny’s operating budget has tripled in the past three 

years. In 2023, 89% of the revenue was spent on programs and 
11% on fundraising and general expenses/management costs. 
Unrestricted donations allow us to stabilize during this period of 
extraordinary growth.

Program Expenses
  Social Services			   $08,435,000
  Housing				    $00,567,000
  Management & General Expenses	 $00,772,000
  Fundraising costs			   $00,345,000

Total Revenue			   $10,168,000

Our 2023 Benefit Diamond Sponsors:

West 20th Construction LLC

$50,000 and above
Anonymous
Deutsche Bank
Enterprise Community Partners
The Leona M. and Harry B. Helmsley 

Charitable Trust
Trinity Church Wall Street 

$25,000 – $49,999
Bank of America Charitable Foundation
Capital One
William J. and Dorothy K. O’Neill 

Foundation

$10,000 – $24,999

Antenna Group
Bank of America 

FY 2023 SUPPORTERS
Bank of India
Bucks Creek Foundation
Cathay Bank Foundation
Leaves of Grass Fund
ORIX Corporation USA
Santander Bank, N. A.
State Bank of India
The Sunshine Foundation
Thigpen Hill Family Fund
Wells Fargo Foundation

$5,000 – $9,999

AvalonBay Communities, Inc.
Bank of Baroda
Elaine Calos
Stanley and Nathalie Doobin
Nicole Firment
Freddie Mac
Jessie M. Gabriel
Erin Galligan
The Hyde and Watson Foundation
Mark Jacobson
Jerome Chazen Fund to Address 

Domestic Violence
Vaughn Burke Le Duc Safarov
The Lemle & Wolff Companies

Magnusson Architecture and Planning, PC
Marjorie A. McAndrews
Rachel E. Miller
Nordstrom Cares
Omni New York LLC
Salerno Brokerage Corp.

$2,500–$4,999

Lane N. Addonizio
Apple Bank
The Peter and Marilyn Biggins Fund
Bronx Pro Group
Chicago Title Insurance Company
Community Preservation Corporation
The Durst Organization
Neil and Lisa Falcone
The Fleischer-Bierstein Charitable Fund
The Gussack-Stein Charitable Fund
Hirschen Singer & Epstein
JP Morgan Chase
Nora E. Levinson
The M&T Charitable Foundation
Mega Contracting Group, LLC
NYC Housing Development Corporation
Blanca Ramirez
Richman Housing Resources LLC
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FY 2023 SUPPORTERS
Paula Sarro
Lawrence Stein
Holly B. Wallace and Edwin M. Baum
With Pride Air Conditioning & Heating Inc.
Nadia Zilkha

$1,000 – $2,499

Sargent Aborn
Benchmark Title Agency, LLC
Maureen Judge Branca
Nadia Burgard and Cliff Fonstein
Marcia and Noel Caban Charitable 

Giving Fund
Eve Cagan and Robert Pirani
Cannon Heyman & Weiss, LLP
Bernard and Michelle Carr
Theresa T. Cerezola
Cogitare Foundation
Jo Ellen Cooper
Carol Corden and Robert Lake
COR-SRVS Inc.
Amelia A. Cottrell
Amy Draemel
Susan Herman and Jeremy Travis
Hudson Housing Capital LLC
Jessica Katz and Moshe McKie-Krisberg
Michael Borruto General Contractor, Inc.
Daniel Moritz
The Moszkowski Pinnavaia Charitable Fund
Olmstead Properties Inc.
Opus Risk Inc.
PKF O’Connor Davies LLP
Ridgewood Savings Bank
Becky Steephenson and Rob Myers
Hadrian and Elizabeth Tucker

$500 – $999

All New York Title Agency
Ian Betz
Nicole Branca and Ernest Ialongo
Bernice Burke
James Fostin Cotchen
Gina B. Doynow
Laura Dukess and Roger Schwed
Justin Durand
Neal Evans
Eric and Monica Fischgrund
Forsyth Street Advisors, LLC
Michael Funk

Grace Ge Gabriel
Gelfand Generations, Inc.
Susan Gibson
Aviva Goldstein and Richard Miller
HELP USA
Thomas W. and Adelaide K. Jones
Louis B. and Joy B. Kimmelman
Khusain Burke Le Duc Safarov
Marie L. Martineau
Daniel Sblendorio
Ellen Schwartzberg
Peter Tavis
Type A Projects
Urban Resource Institute
Claudia and Christopher J. Van Wyk
William and Joan Strawder Webster
Scott and Sandra Weingarten

$150 – $499

Lynn Appelbaum
Alan and Judith Appelbaum
Richard Barth and Irene Barth-Fanos
Lydia and Joseph Bartolomeo
Alicia Bartolotta
Robert Beauregard and Debra L. Bilow
Sarah Blas
Claudine Brown Esq.
Ira L. Brown
Albert Butzel
Marsha Caparelli
Alan and Iris Cohen
Alex Cohen-Price
CSH
Curtis + Ginsberg Architects LLP
Harold and Sandra Epstein
Michael Fazio

First Nationwide Title Agency, LLC
Thomas Flood
Robert Foreman
Donald J. Galligan
Joan F. and Frank I. Goodman
Housing and Services, Inc.
Dominique Jean-Louis
Brian E. Keating
Joanne and Peter Kelvin
Caroline Kichler
Megan Robertson Krasney
Susan Leicher and Anthony Robins
Tina Levine and Steven Barry
Wren Longno
Alan Madison
Damon Maher
Amber Metheney
Kristin Miller
Maureen O’Connor and Andrew Haycox
Craig Peters
Kelsey Platt
Lucille Rowena Rhodes
Haley Rockwell
William Rosenblatt and Jeanne Steiner
Allison Ruddock
Joanne L. Schwartzberg
Sarah Singer Quast
SMJ Development LLC
Ellen Sorrin and David York
Anthony Stasi
Strada Ventures LLC
Suzanne Wagner
Lawrence Wallick & Carolyn Horn
Webster Bank
Joy Willig Charitable Fund
Womankind

New York City Council Member Adams
New York City Council Member Restler
New York City Council Member Sanchez
New York City Council Domestic Violence and Empowerment (DoVE) Initiative
New York City Department of Housing Preservation and Development / NYCHA
New York City Mayor’s Office to End Domestic and Gender-Based Violence / HRA
New York State Homes and Community Renewal
New York State Office of Temporary and Disability Assistance
United States Department of Housing and Urban Development

Government and Elected Officials

STILL Double checking this list but fairly close to final
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Expansion of Aftercare Services
The provision of aftercare services for survivors in 
our Emergency housing Voucher Housing Navigator 
Program was made possible through The Leona M. and 
Harry B. Helmsley Charitable Trust.  Along with expanding 
services and access to mental healthcare, New Destiny 
launched financial and health & wellness coaching for 
our survivors. In addition to our experience providing 
aftercare services, the negative impacts of domestic 
violence, homelessness, and poverty on physical, mental, 
and financial health is well documented. These services 
focused on reversing these impacts by working with 
clients to identify personal financial and wellness goals 
and take the necessary action steps to advance these 
goals. Aftercare support personnel focus on overall 
wellbeing and work directly with survivors to identify 
and advance their personal goals.

Staff Development and DEI Training 
In 2023, New Destiny launched a Diversity, Equity, 
and Inclusion training series for all staff to deepen 
our understanding of trauma-informed care through 
an equity lens, increase cultural sensitivity and 
awareness, and create a better understanding and 
support of decisions management has and will 
continue to make with a commitment to DEI. In the 
next year we will be looking to bring DEI training to 
our board and continue providing trainings for staff.

12 w 37th st, 7th floor 
new york, ny 10018  
646.472.0262 
www.newdestinyhousing.org

Mission Statement 
  New Destiny’s mission is to end the cycle of 
domestic violence and homelessness for low-
income families and individuals by developing and 
connecting them to safe, permanent housing and 
services.
  To achieve its mission, New Destiny builds and 
manages housing with on-site services; offers 
innovative programs that assist survivors in finding 
and retaining affordable housing; and expands 
access to permanent housing resources for survivors.

In addition to the extreme housing demand, 94% of survivors 
experience financial isolation and abuse and at least 50% experience 
PTSD and depression. It takes a team of social services staff, 
housing navigators and coaches to stabilize survivors in housing.

89% of DV survivors experiencing homelessness are Black or Latinx, 
and 96% are women or women-led households. In addition to our 
mission to serve this population through permanent housing solutions, 
New Destiny is committed to having a diverse board and staff at every 
level, conducting demographic surveys to ensure we’re succeeding.

Connect with us


